Comparative effects of LHRH agonist and ovine LH administration on testicular steroidogenesis in intact adult rat.
In order to better understand the effects of LHRH administration on testicular function in adult rat, we compared the inhibitory effects of LH and LHRH analogue [D-Ser-(TBU)6, des-Gly-NH2(10)]LHRH ethylamide upon testicular steroidogenesis and LH, FSH and prolactin receptor contents. Administration of LH as well as LHRH analogue resulted in a marked decrease of LH receptor levels, accompanied by a blockage at the level of 17-hydroxylase activity. We have been able to demonstrate that multiple LH administration can achieve a testicular desensitization comparable to that observed after LHRH agonist treatment.